Joyride

Vera Korman presents a multi-channel installation depicting a so called random browse
between various media windows. The disjointed narrative strings together associative
sequences of diverse video footage: some filmed and produced by Korman and some gathered
online. These include dry texts on immigration data; footage of the artist Noa Reshef reading
from Derrida and Anne Dufourmantelle’s book On Hospitality; traditional Colombian dance
performances by Columbian work-immigrant groups “Max Dance Company” and “La Escuelita”
outside the walls of Abarbanel Mental Health Center and at the foot of Tel Yona military base;
videos of conversations with artist Sasha Laskowski, in which he unfolds his life story that going
from Chile, Serbia, and Israel. The paintings in his Hebrew lesson notebooks portray absurd
situations, familiar to any immigrant who attended Ulpan in Israel.

Korman takes us on a journey across continents, combining the details into a concentrated
distillation of immigrants and foreigners as a whole. Korman, a native of Colombia with Polish-
Jewish and Columbian- Christian roots and an interfaith family scattered throughout South and
Central America, Spain and Israel, she herself embodies a mixture of cultures. The Latin
community in Israel is relatively small and therefore visibly foreign to the Israeli landscape. The
typical cultural attributes of Latin Americans stand out as the quintessential “other” on the
backdrop of Bat Yam thus reflecting our perception of the foreigner. In the installation, Korman
places us all inside the immigration mixing bowl, as she talks about the constant movement of
people across continents, cultures, and customs.
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